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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

God’s Faithful Work In
the Lives of Our Students

This spring our campus was alive with end-of-year celebrations!

It was a joy to hear faculty, staft

and athletic coaches speak words of
affirmation as students received awards,
academic cords, diplomas—and well-
deserved rounds of applause.

Amid the joy of these moments, were
reminded of something even more
profound: the evidence of God’s faithful
work in the lives of our students. In

this newsletter, you'll read how Jordyn,
Eli, Catherine, Prince, Kristi and other
students are living out Kuyper’s end goal
of education—to live faithfully for Jesus
Christ in God’s good world—through
stories that reflect His presence and
purpose in meaningful ways.

These stories also reflect what we
emphasize to prospective students and
families when they visit our campus for
the first time. We share that Kuyper is both
a Bible College and a Work College—two
foundational pillars that shape not just
how we educate, but why. These identities
are central to our mission that as a
community of biblical higher education we
form lifelong learners for purposeful lives of

work and service to God and neighbor.

Our mission comes to life in countless
ways throughout the year—perhaps most
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vividly in our Friday student-led chapel
services. One of this year’s highlights for
me was witnessing our students engage
in these gatherings, supported by our
Spiritual Life (SPiL) team. Each athletic
team took a turn leading, incorporating
Scripture, music, devotionals and
testimonies that revealed the depth

and sincerity of their faith.

Among these moments were powerful
reflections from students like Caleb

and Alex, whose words gave voice to

the spiritual transformation happening
within our community. Their testimonies
were not just moving—they were a
reminder that Christ truly is at the
center of all we do.

This truth was underscored beautifully
through our theme for the year: Jesus
Christ: Our Firm Foundation. The SPiL
team introduced us to a worship song
by Cody Carnes that became an anthem
on campus—echoing in our hearts and
our chapel:

Christ is my firm foundation,
the Rock on which I stand
When everything around me is
shaking, I've never been more glad
That I put my faith in Jesus, tause

Generous friends of the college
have offered to match all gifts!* 3
Scan to give or head to kuyper.edu/giving. & E :

*Up to $250,000

He's never let me down

He's faithful through generations,
so why would He fail now?

He won't.

As our 2024-2025 fiscal year comes to a
close, we look back with gratitude and
forward with hope. We are witnessing
the fruit of lives being shaped—firmly
rooted in Christ, formed in community
and equipped to serve.

Thank you for playing a vital role in
this work. Your generosity strengthens
the foundation we are building in our
students, and we are deeply grateful for
your partnership in the Kuyper College
story.

Grateful to serve,

Dr. Patricia R. Harris
President




DEEPLY ROOTED

Kuyper Celebrates
Commencement
and Annual Gala

For the 2024-2025 academic year, the
Kuyper community focused on the theme,
“Christ, Our Firm Foundation,” an idea at
the forefront of two special events in April:
first the annual Kuyper Gala and then the
Colleges spring Commencement ceremony.

At the latter, Kuyper graduate Luke
Morgan told the Class of 2025, and their
friends and family members gathered in
the Boonstra Gymnasium on Kuyper’s
campus, that failure often happens
because our inner lives are not in sync
with our outer lives.

After graduating from Kuyper in 2010,
Morgan spent several years in the East
Coast corporate world before returning
to West Michigan for a ministry career,
eventually becoming the executive pastor
of Frontline Community Church, located
in Grand Rapids, in 2024.

And, he added, he made many missteps
along the way.

“When we encounter failure, our only
course is to examine our foundation,” he
said. “If we really put Jesus’ words into
practice, we can face failure and combat

The Class of 2025.

those things in our inner lives that are
holding us back from being who we are
meant to be”

Faithful Forward Living

Dr. Patricia Harris, Kuyper’s President,
echoed this sentiment as she welcomed
Commencement attendees, saying, “We
are delighted that we can all join in
honoring our graduates and in hearing
what it means to put our faith in the firm
foundation of Jesus Christ,” she said.

Jordyn Carlson, who earned a degree
in ministry leadership, is one of those

graduates and spoke on behalf of her class.

Considering the bright post-graduation
future they stepped into that night, she
urged them to be “living letters,” or
reflections of the Gospel, to the world.

“Our lives are the message, and that
message is Jesus Christ,” she said.

Kuyper Service Award Winners Larry and Judy Fredricks, surrounded by loved ones,

at the Gala.

At the Gala, Dr. Dan Kroeze, Professor
of Biblical Studies, invited attendees to
consider the deeper purpose behind their
presence in the Kuyper story.

“Who are you? What are you doing here?”
Kroeze asked, pausing as his words settled
over the crowd assembled at Frederik
Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park.

He encouraged listeners to reflect on their
identity in Christ and the call to build lives
anchored in eternal truth. “I'm grateful to
be able to share with you tonight about
who we are at Kuyper College and what
we're here to do,” he said.

A Lifetime of Impact

Another important part of the Gala was
the presentation of the Kuyper Service
Award, given each year to a recipient

or recipients who have exhibited the
spirit and work of the College’s mission
statement through lifelong service.

This year, Larry and Judy Fredricks were
honored for their longtime support of

the College, unwavering generosity and
spiritual guidance, all of which have helped
shape the Kuyper community for decades.

As he accepted the award, Larry offered
brief remarks, including a simple yet
profound piece of advice: “Everyone
should have a study Bible”

“Larry and Judy have modeled a life

of quiet, consistent service,” remarked
President Harris. “Their love for our
students and their commitment to
Christ-centered education is woven into
the fabric of this college”

BRINGING GOD'S GRACE INTO TODAY'S CULTURE



>FIRM FOUNDATION f{rom Page 1

out of the classroom—Carlson honed her
ministerial gifts on the Spiritual Life team.
The deep connections she formed in the
process made it tough to think about
leaving Kuyper after graduation in April.

So, when a position as a Special Events
and Alumni Relations Specialist opened
in the Advancement Department, she
jumped at the chance to apply.

“I was so excited to get the job,” Carlson
said, smiling.

Like Carlson, Eli Buckner came to Kuyper
after a few years at community college.

He was initially drawn in by the prospect
of playing basketball, a sport he’s loved all
his life.

But, having grown up in the nearby
Northview school district, where his
mother was a teacher for over 30 years,
Kuyper’s close-knit community was what
truly made him feel at home.

“It felt like I got to be a part of that

again this year,” said Buckner, who just
completed his first year as a Business
Leadership major. “I check up on people,
and they check up on me”

Already a star student and no stranger

to balancing many responsibilities—he’s
officiated high school basketball for many
years and works at the YMCA in addition
to his KuyperWorks job—he’s found even
more fuel for success during his time at
Kuyper.

2025 graduates Jordyn Carlson (right)

and Cooper Agema at graduation practice.

“I've had the opportunity to play sports,
sing in chapel and just be in tune with
my faith and connect with others on their
journeys,” he said. “It’s an environment
where I can enjoy interacting with the
people I'm advancing alongside.”

Buckner says he’s open to whatever the
future might hold, though he’s leaning
toward using his skills as a personal trainer
and managing his own fitness gym.

“The Kuyper business program has helped
me make so many networking connections
and helped me look at business through
the lens of the Bible;” he added.

Catherine Cone is another first-year
student who's found a home in the

Kuyper News and Events

Professional Development

Eli
Buckner

familiarity of Kuyper’s genuine, intimate
community.

“I was nervous, coming to college and

not knowing anyone, because I went to a
small, private school,” she recalled. “But the
transition to Kuyper has been easy; I think
it would've been tough anywhere else”

Having grown up around social
workers—her mother and three of her
aunts work in the field—choosing to
enroll in Kuyper’s Social Work program
was a no-brainer, she said.

“My aunt recommended Kuyper’s
program, and I also liked the possibility
of finishing a master’s program early if I
qualify for advanced standing;” she added.

Jordyn Carlson (2025) graduated in April 2025 and then started
her new position at Kuyper College as the Special Events and Alumni
Relations Specialist.

Zamire Jackson (2025) also graduated in April 2025 and then
accepted and started a new position at Kuyper College as the Business
Office Bookkeeper.
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Rev. Lloyd Ngambi (2010) s a Global Youth Worker in Zambia and
is working hard to develop an effective Christian youth ministry at
Kamwala CCAP Congregation.

Isaac Riddle (2019) graduated from Calvin Theological Seminary

in April 2024, and in November 2024, he and his family moved to
Phoenix, Arizona, after accepting a pastoral call. Their second son, Calvin,
was born in March 2025, and Isaac was ordained as a Minister of the
Word in late April 2025. A busy season of life for the Riddle family!



Catherine
Cone
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That leg up is something Cone hopes

to use to open her own private practice
someday though, for now, she has plenty
to occupy her time.

“I played volleyball this year, and I already
have a great group of friends. Plus, I work
in food service for my KuyperWorks job,”

she said.

And thanks to KuyperWorks, when she
dons her uniform, she feeds both the
community and her professional growth.

“KuyperWorks teaches you a lot of
important skills and really prepares you for
a job outside of college,” Cone observed.

Plus, it helps put that dream of private
practice within reach.

“My paycheck all goes toward my tuition,
which is really helpful. I don’t know if
college would be affordable without that,
she said.

When Prince Muleya came to Kuyper
four years ago, he had a long way to go.
Originally from Zambia, in the south
of Africa, he recalled his first trip to the
United States with a smile.

“Id never flown on a plane before, and it
was also the farthest I'd ever been from
home,” he said.

But, like Cone, any concerns he had were
quickly remedied at Kuyper.

“Coming here was such a smooth process.
God opened the door, and the admissions
staff made everything so easy;’ Muleya said.

As he reflected on his time as a Business
Leadership student and 2025 graduate, he
recognized that the program has helped
prepare him well for graduate school in the
fall and beyond.

“It brings best business practices and the
Bible together. You get to see that business
is a gift from God that you've been
entrusted to manage,” he emphasized.

Muleya added that his KuyperWorks
positions, first on the facilities team and

“Coming here was such a smooth process.

God opened the door, and the admissions staff

made everything so easy.”

then in the Advancement Office, will also
play a big role in his future.

“I've really learned to be self-motivated
and pay attention to detail,” he said.
“Work is a way of serving God, so I want
to do an excellent job”

After graduate school, he hopes to one
day return home to Zambia and serve his
local community as a financial advisor.

“Back home, a lot of small businesses are
struggling, and I think that’s something I
could do to help,” he said.

Students like Carlson, Buckner, Cone and
Muleya come to Kuyper to prepare for
professional success, certainly, but they
leave with something much deeper.

“Kuyper gave me a foundation that is
firmly built on why I believe in God, and
that’s the most important thing for my
business career and just life in general,
Muleya said simply.

Marten Rustenburg (1966) is spending his retirement years doing
some freelance Bible teaching, both at home and via correspondence to
a couple of prisoners. He notes that "Reformed theology is foundational
for my Bible expositions.”

Members of the Kuyper College Board of Trustees were recently
honored with a Certificate of Excellence in Board Governance from the
Association for Biblical Higher Education, becoming one of only four

member colleges to earn the recognition this year. The award followed
completion of the ABHE's Board Governance Training program and
represents a year's worth of effort on the part of the participants, said
Kuyper President Patricia Harris. "I have never worked with a board that
has been so intentional in their commitment to board development,”
she said. "They didn't just settle for the minimum requirements; they
decided they were really going to shine."

BRINGING GOD'S GRACE INTO TODAY'S CULTURE
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ADVANCING KUYPER

Grounded, Growing,
Going Boldly

I attended our 2025 Commencement with

a full year under my belt as Kuyper’s Chief

Advancement Officer—and a smile on my face—
as so many students I've
come to know walked
across the stage.

A few of them

even served in our
Advancement Office
through KuyperWorks.
As a federally recognized
Work College, Kuyper
provides students with
meaningful on-campus
employment. This
creates relationships
that go far beyond the classroom—where
students become trusted colleagues and staff gain
passionate, hard-working teammates. I've been
consistently impressed by their professionalism,
drive and humility.

Jim Steenbergen
Chief Advancement Officer

As the Class of 2025 steps boldly into the

world, they carry more than a degree. They

carry a calling. Each graduate has been shaped
academically and spiritually, equipped to lead and
serve a world in need of hope, wisdom and truth.

Life will bring surprises. But Kuyper graduates
are grounded in a Christ-centered worldview,
prepared to meet challenges with courage,
compassion and conviction. Whether in
ministry, education, business or social work,
they’re ready to live out the Gospel in every
sphere of their lives.

These transformative years are made possible by
the generosity of our community. Your support
funds scholarships, fosters faculty excellence
and sustains an environment where faith and
learning thrive.

As we send this class into the world, will you
help support the next generation of Kuyper
students? Your gift equips young people to live
lives of purpose and impact.

Let’s keep investing in students who will serve
God’s kingdom—wherever He calls them next.

KUYPER COLLEGE |

In My Words

IT'S NOT JUST A JOB; IT'S A CALLING

My Kuyper story began long before I stepped into my role as Dean of

Students and Work. It started in 2002, as a student walking these same

halls, navigating the challenges and joys of college life. I graduated in

2006, carrying with me not just a diploma, but a deep appreciation

for what I learned, the friendships that I made, and the ways that I

grew during my time as a student. Little did I know, my journey with
Kuyper was far from over.

Years later, in 2011, God made it clear that
‘ I was being called back. The way that door
3 opened was nothing short of miraculous:
after learning about an opening and being
‘.: + 4 told to apply by a friend on a Monday, a
. Wednesday application, a whirlwind of
interviews and a Saturday job offer. It was as
if God had prepared this path, leading me

Curt Essenburg back to the place that meant so much to my

Dean of Students
and Work

own growth journey.

As Dean of Students and Work, I now have
the privilege of shaping the student experience for a new generation.
Overseeing Student Development, KuyperWorks and Campus
Operations allows me to invest in their lives in so many ways. It’s
about more than academics; it’s about fostering their spiritual life,
personal growth, equipping them with practical skills, and creating a
safe and supportive environment.

My family, Ann and our three boys, shares in this Kuyper experience.
Living on campus has woven our lives into the fabric of the College
community. We see students not just in classrooms or offices, but in
everyday moments. This unique experience strengthens the bonds of
community and allows us to truly share in the students' journey.

My passion for Kuyper stems from a deep-seated belief in its mission
and who we seek Kuyper students to be: lifelong learners who

are ready to serve God and their neighbors. It's about creating an
environment where students feel seen, valued and empowered. The
connections I build with them, the conversations, the mentorship, it's
all part of the story.

There are moments when I see a student overcome a challenge,
discover a hidden talent, or grasp their calling, and I'm reminded
why I'm here. It's not just a job; it's a calling. It's a privilege to walk
alongside these students, to witness their growth, and to be a part of
their Kuyper story. What an honor.

“In My Words” is a feature of the Kuyper College News highlighting
first-person stories by Kuyper College faculty and staff.



Kuyper Groups Advocate
for Work Colleges Program

Kuyper College was made known on Capitol Hill when members
of the College community traveled there as part of the annual Work
Colleges Consortiums Advocacy Days.

The event is an opportunity to meet with lawmakers and share the
importance of continued support for the federal Work Colleges
Program, which helps fund institutions that make a comprehensive
work-service-learning program integral to their identity.

“Connecting personally and sharing stories about our college’s work
program and the benefits to our students helps our lawmakers
appreciate that a work program is much more than a line item
in the budget;” said President Patricia Harris, who

visited Washington, DC, with the Work Colleges
Consortiums President’s Council.

Because Kuyper is one of only 10 Work
Colleges in the nation, Advocacy Days
are a vital opportunity to personalize the
program, added Harris, who also is the
incoming chair of the President’s Council.

Curt Essenburg, Kuyper’s Dean of

Students and Work, led a group of four
Kuyper students to Capitol Hill this year
alongside Emily Perton, Director of Student
Success and KuyperWorks.

Essenburg echoed Harris’ remarks on the
importance of Advocacy Days.

“It helps to provide our representatives with more information and
language around the Work College model and what funding them
means,” he said. “Work Colleges are a very intentional, and proven,
way of preparing students for the workforce”

This was the second Work Colleges Consortium trip of the school
year for Essenburg, who also led a group of Kuyper students to
Kentucky last fall for the WCC’s Student Service Conference, an
event that focuses on students’ professional development and group
service projects.

“It’s an important way of reinforcing the service piece of our
identity as a Work College,” Essenburg said.

Kuyper students Bradley Eldridge, Addison Eckelbarger, Alex
Owens and Jordyn Carlson participated in Advocacy Days and

are all part of the KuyperWorks program, which integrates their
in-classroom learning with the learning they experience within on-
campus workplaces and helps lower their tuition costs.

Eldridge, a spring 2025 Kuyper graduate, said that the trip was a
fitting end to his KuyperWorks experience.

Above, Emily Perton, Bradley
Eldridge, Jordyn Carlson, Addison
Eckelbarger, Alex Owens and Curt
Essenburg.

At left, Emily Perton, Jordyn Carlson,
Addison Eckelbarger, Bradley
Eldridge, Alex Owens, Curt Essenburg
and their Capitol tour guide.

“It was awesome to have the opportunity to

meet with representatives and advocate for the
importance of Work Colleges,” he said. “I was able to not only
share how meaningful Kuyper has been for me, but also hear
how the lives of students at other Work Colleges have been
impacted by their experiences”

Perton agreed with Eldridge, saying that Advocacy Days is a one-
of-a-kind experience that builds students’ professional confidence
and sets them up for future success.

“It’s really cool because not only do they get to share their stories
with their U.S. representatives, they also get to present them
before the U.S. Department of Education,” she said. “I don't
know many students that get to go to the Capitol and speak to
lawmakers like that”

Perton praised Eldridge, Eckelbarger, Owens and Carlson’s
performance this year, saying they served as shining examples of
what it means to be students at a Work College.

“Tt was such a positive experience;” she said. “They did a great
job of highlighting what makes Kuyper different and why that’s
important”

BRINGING GOD'S GRACE INTO TODAY'S CULTURE 7



KUYPER &% COLLEGE

Bringing God’s Grace into Today’s Culture

3333 East Beltline N.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525
(616) 222-3000 | www.kuyper.edu

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

STUDENTS TO WATCH

Kristi Miesen

I went to Caledonia High School, graduated in 2019 and then
went to another university that was not a good fit for me. So I took
a year off to settle back into life and to reconnect with my faith. I
got a job and joined leadership opportunities at my church. Ata
certain point, I started looking at colleges and universities again
and came to Kuyper for a tour. It included an opportunity to sit
down with President (Patricia) Harris, which was pretty amazing,
and I enrolled here soon after.

I expect to graduate in 2028, and though I started out here with a
major in interdisciplinary studies, I am thinking about switching
to ministry leadership. As of right now I am hoping to go into
youth and high school ministry after I graduate, but I am still
keeping my mind and heart open to whatever opportunities God
has planned for me.

There is not a day that I have regretted or had doubts about my
decision to attend Kuyper. I have fully embraced this environment
and have created lifelong and God-centered friendships. I wake up
excited to come to school, and the welcoming feeling is all thanks
to the staff, faculty and my fellow students.

Kuyper is a college for God-centered learning that invites real
world experiences into the classroom and around the campus. I
think the small campus and supportive staff and faculty allow all
students to achieve their goals and mature academically, spiritually
and personally. For me personally Kuyper has been a blessing, and
I can already see the difference it has made in my faith.

My professors have been engaging and supportive. Being able to
connect with my teachers is something I truly value. I have been
lucky enough to have a couple classes that have had smaller class
sizes of six to eight people, which creates a good atmosphere

for conversation and being able to build connections with my
professors. A professor who really stands out to me is Dr. (Dan)
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Kroeze. I am continuously
engaged in his class and have really
enjoyed learning from him thus
far. And Emily Perton has been an
amazing person in my life.

I also am part of the
KuyperWorks program, and
this year I have split my time

between food service and the CLASS 2025 '
Academic Office. Next year I HOME Ca. Ie(!o nia,
will be part of the Spiritual Life Michigan
team. KuyperWorks is a great MAJOR Ministry
opportunity to work and learn, Leadership

and you are very supported by

the KuyperWorks staff and supervisors. I am a commuter which
has also taught me a lot about scheduling and time prioritization
since I am limited in terms of when I can work.

Getting to this point in my life has not been easy. I am a first-
generation college student. I have two older siblings, but I am the
youngest by 10 years and am the first to pursue a college degree.
When I was younger, I remember being a part of a church, but as
I got older, we stopped going. We then joined Caledonia Christian
Reformed Church when I was entering middle school, but when

I was entering high school, my mom had left my life, and I found
myself not caring about much.

Being led to Kuyper has allowed me to thrive personally,
spiritually, and for the first time in my life, academically. I have
joined the praise team, have made lasting, Christ-centered
relationships with students and have had amazing support from
faculty and staff. God has shown me the difference between living
with Him and living in darkness.





