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Purpose

Kuyper student Kyle Jarosch (middle) pictured with his LHELITE team.
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PAGE Exodus Still Speaks

e | A Kuyper course taught
‘ i I ‘ 1 L ‘ l ( : inspired his new book.

In My Words

Andrew Zwart says two
decades of teaching

at Kuyper have helped
his own sense of calling
become clearer in
hindsight.

Kyle Jarosch’s passion for uplifting those around him is infectious, especially
when it comes to his work with the Lindsey Hunter Foundation (LHF), where
he recently completed his Kuyper business leadership internship.

Founded by NBA Champion Lindsey Hunter, the organization supports youth
and their families in moments of crisis and beyond through basketball training, PAGE
mentorship, academic support and mental health resources.

New Leaders, Same Heart

Two new leaders at Kuyper
are shaping campus life

in practical and personal
As the vice president of operations at the LHF and a coach with Lindsey Hunter Elite war;s, bringing dpecades

(LHELITE), the Foundation’ flagship AAU basketball program, Jarosch uses both his of experience, mentorship
natural talents and the skills he’s built in Kuyper’s business leadership program to help and a heart for service.
the young athletes in his care succeed both on and off the court.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Seek First

Our theme this academic year at Kuyper is Seek First,

based on Matthew 6:33:

“Seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness.”

Throughout the year—in chapel
services, classrooms and everyday
conversations—we've been reflecting
on what it means to seek God and His
kingdom.

Over the summer, with the help of a
trusty concordance, I spent time reading
every passage in Scripture that speaks

of seeking God, such as: Jeremiah 29:13,
“You will seek me and find me, when

you seek me with all your heart;” Hosea
10:12, “Sow with a view to righteousness,
reap in accordance with kindness; break
up your fallow ground, for it is time to
seek the LORD;” and, 1 Chronicles 16:11,
“Seek the LORD and His strength; seek
His face continually”

These passages remind us that seeking
God is never passive. It’s an intentional
act of the heart, mind and will.

What stood out to me is that many of
these passages, including Matthew 6:33,
are written as commands. Seek! This
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imperative calls us, just as it called God’s
people throughout history, to orient our
lives around knowing and serving Him.
These commands become most powerful
when we see them lived out in the stories
of Scripture.

One such story appears in Acts 8,
where Philip encounters an Ethiopian
official reading from the prophet Isaiah.
The Ethiopian is genuinely seeking to
understand Scripture so that he might
know God more deeply. When Philip
asks, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” he replies, “How can I, unless
someone explains it to me?” Inviting
Philip into his chariot, he listens as
Philip begins with that very passage and
shares the good news of Jesus Christ.

Though the phrase “seek God” never
appears in this story, the Ethiopian’s
actions embody what true seeking looks
like—worshiping, studying Scripture,
asking questions and remaining open to
the truth of the gospel.

That same pattern of seeking is
happening here at Kuyper. Guided by

Generous friends of the college
have offered to match all gifts!*
Scan to give or head to kuyper.edu/giving.

*Up to $260,000

our mission and institutional values,
our students have the opportunity to
delve deeply into the study of Scripture,
wrestle honestly with questions and
grow in their faith. In classroom
discussions, KuyperWorks positions
and every part of campus life, our
faculty and staff come alongside our
students—much like Philip—helping
them understand, apply and live out the
good news of Jesus Christ.

Together, we continue to seek first the
kingdom of God, trusting that God will
form us into people who reflect His
righteousness and grace in all we do.

Thanks be to God,

Dr. Patricia R. Harris
President




GOD AT WORK

A New Book on Exodus Has
Its Genesis in a Kuyper Course

When Anthony Bradley began teaching
Introduction to Biblical Interpretation
at Kuyper College two years ago, he
didn’t expect the course to inspire a
new book. But as he watched students
wrestle with the book of Exodus—many
encountering its themes in depth for
the first time—he saw how powerfully it
awakened their faith.

“I was deeply moved watching the Book
of Exodus awaken and inspire greater
closeness with God, regardless of where
students were on their faith journeys,”
Bradley said. “The course reminded me of
how central Exodus is to understanding
the rest of the Bible and the completed
mission of Jesus Christ”

From Classroom
Experience to God at Work

That classroom experience became the
foundation for his new book, God at
Work: Loving God and Neighbor Through
the Book of Exodus. Drawing on years of
teaching and scholarship, Bradley explores
Israel’s deliverance story through covenant
theology, public theology, Reinhold
Niebuhr’s view of sin and anxiety and even
Karen Horney’s psychoanalytic theory of
basic anxiety.

For Bradley—who has long written

and spoken at the intersection of

theology, culture and social issues—this
interdisciplinary approach came naturally.
“I's important to consider why we do what
we do, rather than simply trying to modify
behavior;” he explained. “Identifying those

root causes reveals what happens when

the truth of God’s Word intersects with the
struggles we face and helps explain what’s

happening in society from a theological
perspective”

At its core,
God at Work
insists
Exodus is
more than
ancient
history.

“I believe

it’s one

of the first
books anyone
seeking God
should read,” Bradley

said. “In its pages, we meet God the
Father—faithful to His promises, full of
compassion and mercy, our deliverer and
protector, our provider, the One who
lovingly disciplines us, who is always
present with His children, who teaches
and guides us, and who calls us to His
jealous, committed love.

Making Exodus
Accessible Today

Designed for churches, small groups
and classrooms, the book includes a
study guide and reflection questions to
make Scripture feel accessible and spark
conversation. “The goal is to make the
Bible less intimidating and to strengthen
the biblical knowledge of churchgoers,”
he said. “These questions are designed

“| realized that Exodus is both evangelistic

and faith-maturing. | saw it stir faith and draw

people closer to God, a powerful reminder of how

alive this book remains today.”

™

ANTHONY B. BRADLEY

Anthony Bradley and his new
book, God at Work: Loving God

and Neighbor Through the Book
of Exodus.

to open the imagination and show why
Exodus matters for us right now””

Bradley’s academic background—spanning
biology, theology, psychology and criminal
justice—shapes his integrated perspective.
“All of my books grow out of that,” he said,
“and it is the same lens I bring to Exodus—
looking at how God’s Word speaks to both
the heart and the world we live in”

That conviction is confirmed each semester
as he watches students engage Exodus

for themselves. “I realized that Exodus is
both evangelistic and faith-maturing,” he
reflected. “I saw it stir faith and draw people
closer to God, a powerful reminder of how
alive this book remains today”

Ultimately, Bradley hopes readers leave
God at Work with a renewed vision of
God’s fatherly care and purpose. “After
finishing the book, I want readers to
have a clear sense that God the Father
seeks the good of His people and will do
whatever is necessary to shape them into
the people He has destined and designed
them to become as part of His mission to
redeem all things”

BRINGING GOD'S GRACE INTO TODAY'S CULTURE
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He smiled as he recalled his team and
the season that wrapped up in July.

“It felt like I was their big brother. I
couldn’t have asked for a better group of
kids; they were wonderful,” said Jarosch.

At Kuyper, internships like Jarosch’s

are a crucial part of education because
they strengthen the connection between
classroom learning and real-world
experience.

“Every business leadership student is
required to take an internship class,

and that class connects with their work
in an existing business or nonprofit
organization,” said Marc Andreas,
associate professor of business leadership
and the program’ director.

Where Faith Meets Sport

Jarosch transferred to Kuyper last year
after two years at another college. At
Kuyper, he’s played on the junior varsity

At the Michigan State Capitol, from left:
Nathan H. Myers, Caleb Hunter, House
Majority Floor Leader Bryan Posthumus,

Lindsey Hunter, Jeff Gullekson, Kyle Jarosch.

Kyle Jarosch (middle, with clipboard) offers guidance during a timeout.

Gold team and now serves as a student
assistant coach to head coach and
Athletic Director Gary Bailey.

He says choosing a location for his
summer internship was an easy decision.

He became involved with the
Foundation following his stepbrother
Griffin Gullekson’s diagnosis of stage

3 non-Hodgkin lymphoma. A family
friend connected them with Hunter, who
was moved by their story.

Hunter offered Griffin the chance to
build something cancer couldn’t take
away: his very own AAU basketball
team, part of the Foundation’s expansion
into the west side of the state.

“They essentially let him pick all the players,
some of whom had cancer themselves or
had lost loved ones to cancer, the coaches,
everything,’ said Jarosch.

He and his stepfather, Jeff Gullekson,

Kuyper News and Events

Births

Luke (2017) and Katy Jorritsma (2018) welcomed a daughter,

Zoe Jorritsma, on August 28, 2025.

Andi (Klaassen) Potter (2016) and Aaron Potter welcomed
a daughter, Beatrice Elinor Potter, on September 30, 2025.
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joined the Foundation in March, and in
that short time, it's grown exponentially.
They’ve been featured in numerous local
media outlets and, in September, merged
with the Grand Rapids Thunder AAU
basketball team to increase their reach.

As vice president of operations, Jarosch
has played a key role in that expansion,
tapping into the skills he’s honed in
Kuyper’s business leadership program.

The generalist approach of the program
touches on areas such as finance,
accounting and economics, as well

as marketing, human resources and
management, all through the lens of a
biblical, Reformed worldview.

And during their required internships
at locations like Steelcase, the West
Michigan Whitecaps and Bethany
Christian Services, students have the
chance to put these skills and principles
into practice.

Professional Development

Kuyper College alumnus Tanner Beebe (2017) has been named

head coach for men's and women's cross country and track and field

at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, N.Y. Beebe previously coached at
Colgate and Roosevelt Universities. Le Moyne leaders praised his

emphasis on joy, teamwork and excellence in athletics.



This is something Jarosch says he’s found
incredibly refreshing.

“It’s just interesting to look at business from
a Christian viewpoint. I've been thinking
about it through the eyes of the Foundation,
too, how we can give back to the planet,
benefit the earth that were on,” he said.

In fact, this Christian worldview, coupled
with Kuyper’s affordable cost, close-knit
community and outstanding academic
opportunities, was a big part of what drew
Jarosch to Kuyper in the first place.

“I looked all across the country, and I had
offers to continue playing ball at other
schools but, ultimately, I was looking for
a school that I would be proud to go to,
he said.

Being 15 minutes from home didn't hurt
either, he added with a smile.

After graduation in May 2026, Jarosch
plans to stay with the Foundation,
although he’s also considering adding
more coaching, either AAU or college
level, to the mix.

But no matter where he ends up, he'll
have the skills and knowledge he needs to
succeed, thanks in large part to his time at
Kuyper.

Jarosch’s internship supervisor, and
stepfather, Jeftf Gullekson summed it up
best in his final internship evaluation:

“We're confident his impact will continue
to grow: both on and off the court”

Deaths

Marilyn Joyce (Buteyn) Rietberg of Grand Rapids (1963) entered
eternal life with her Lord and Savior on September 8, 2025. Marilyn

Kuyper + MHSAA: A Winning Partnership

Kuyper College students now have a direct
path to becoming certified high school
coaches and sports officials, thanks to a new
partnership with the Michigan High School
Athletic Association (MHSAA).

New Pathway to State Credentials
Through Kuyper's Leadership in Officiating
and Coaching course, students can earn two
key credentials:

o MHSAA Officiating Certificate -
in the sport of their choice

e CAP 1 Coaching Certification -
the required qualification for all high
school coaches in Michigan

The opportunity came after adjunct professors
Ray Thomas and Tyler Whitcomb met with
MHSAA Executive Director Mark Uyl and Lauren
Roberts, an administrative assistant who helps

oversee the association’s certification programs.

Their conversation focused on how Kuyper
students could earn meaningful, statewide
credentials while still in college.

"All of this will be added to a professional
coaching portfolio students build throughout
the class,” said Whitcomb. “It's a great way to
give them a competitive edge whether they
pursue coaching or officiating.”

Each student who completes the course
will leave eligible to coach at the high
school level and officiate in multiple
sports. The hands-on certification work
connects classroom learning with real-

world experience-while also helping meet
a growing statewide need for qualified
coaches and officials.

Students who complete the course will:

¢ Be eligible to coach at the high
school level

e Be qualified to officiate in multiple
sports statewide

e Gain real-world experience while
still in college

More Than Just Certification

"This is about more than just certification,”
said Thomas. “We want students to
understand the time, commitment and
decision-making that coaches and officials
bring to the game. Our goal is to help them
see the court or field through that same lens.”

Students will also receive ongoing updates
from the MHSAA on rule changes and

new developments, keeping their training
current and relevant.

“This partnership positions Kuyper as a
leader in practical, career-ready sports
education,” said Whitcomb. "It strengthens
our curriculum, supports enrollment growth
and builds strong connections with high
school athletic programs across the state."

The new offerings reflect Kuyper's broader
mission-to prepare students not just for
academic success but forimpactful, real-world
leadership in sports, education and beyond.

served for 25 years at Pine Rest and was a devoted member of Neland

Church. She will be remembered for her faith, generosity and love.

Lawrence D. Bos Sr. of Cascade entered the presence of his Lord on June
25,2025, at age 93. Aformer Kuyper College trustee, he devoted his life to
faith, family and service-leading and supporting organizations such as Hope

Network, Hospice of Michigan and LaGrave CRC. He is remembered for
his integrity, generosity and steadfast Christian witness.

Stay in touch. Call the Alumni Office (877.229.0941)
or send us an email (alumni@kuyper.edu) with your
latest news, updated contact information and more.
We'd love to hear from you!

BRINGING GOD'S GRACE INTO TODAY'S CULTURE
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ADVANCING KUYPER

Bringing Light
Into Darkness

As we enter the season of Advent—a
time of waiting, hope and renewal—it’s
fitting to reflect on how God continues
to work in and
through Kuyper
College. Advent
reminds us that
Christ comes
into the world in
unexpected ways,
bringing light
into darkness
and calling us to
live with purpose
Jim Steenbergen rooted in His
Chief Advancement Officer ~ kingdom.

Our theme for the 2025-26 academic
year captures this calling beautifully:
“Seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness.” (Matthew 6:33) At
Kuyper, that pursuit shapes everything
we do, from the classroom to the
workplace to the community.

That commitment to seeking God’s
kingdom is shared by our alumni and
friends, including alumnus Fred Li. “I
made a 20-year commitment to the Lord
to support Kuyper College on a monthly
basis,” Fred recently told us. “So far it’s
been eight years” His steady faithfulness
mirrors the heart of Kuyper itself:
trusting that when we put God first, He
provides all we need.

As we approach year-end, I invite you
to partner with us in advancing this
mission. Your gifts to the Annual Fund
provide scholarships, mentoring and
hands-on learning opportunities that
equip students for lives of service and
impact.

During this Advent season, may we each
seek His kingdom with renewed hope,
and may your generosity help kindle that
same light in the lives of our students.

KUYPER COLLEGE NEWS

In My Words

SPARKING REAL LEARNING

When I started working at Kuyper, I was sure it would be temporary.
That was 20 years ago, a fact that brings to mind a Yiddish proverb,
“Humans plan, and God laughs” My wife and I had just moved from
Boston where I had been teaching in the city’s public school system.
Because our move had been rather sudden, I was looking for temporary
employment, and my search eventually led to an opportunity at Kuyper
in the Student Success program. Helping
students thrive academically gave me a great
sense of fulfillment, but I missed the classroom.

Fortunately, in the following years, Kuyper
gave me the opportunity to teach a number

of courses in my areas of expertise, including
linguistics, writing and history, and I eventually
moved into full-time instruction. This is just
one of the things about Kuyper that has led me
to stay: this is a community that recognizes

one another’s strengths, affirms those gifts and
encourages their use for God’s kingdom.

Andrew Zwart
Assistant Professor of
Interdisciplinary Studies,
Interdisciplinary Studies
Program Director

In my own work, I try to do the same: to help
students discern their own paths forward

in God’s plan for their lives. In addition to
teaching, I now also oversee Kuyper’s Interdisciplinary program, a
major in which students can weave together a variety of courses in order
to create a path specifically tailored to the gifts and interests God has
given them. As they begin, I ask students to write about pivotal points
in their lives—times and places where they have felt God gently (or
sometimes not so gently) leading them towards a sense of calling. It’s
always a blessing to hear how God uses their stories, stories that include
instances of pain and moments of joy, to give them glimpses of how their
individual stories fit into His larger story.

I've been here 20 years for another reason as well. As much as I have
worked to help students grow in their faith, the truth is that working at
Kuyper has pushed me to make my own faith deeper and stronger. This
certainly happens around the lunch table with colleagues, but it also takes
place in our small chapel groups when I get to hear from students about
the struggles and blessings they experience in their own walks. And it
happens in the classroom. As most teachers know, when we're getting as
much out of a discussion as our students, it’s a sign that real learning is
taking place.

Like many people, my own sense of calling has been clearer in hindsight.
I'had no idea when I first walked through Kuyper’s doors what God had in
store for me, but I am so grateful to be a part of this community. And I am
even more thankful knowing that my story at Kuyper is just one of many.

“In My Words” is a feature of the Kuyper College News highlighting
first-person stories by Kuyper College faculty and staff.



SERVING KUYPER COLLEGE
WITH FAITH AND EXPERIENCE

New Leaders,
Same Heart

Whether through food or facilities, two new leaders at Kuyper
College are finding meaningful ways to serve students and
strengthen community. Chef Mark Sherman, the College’s
new food service director, and Clint Nickoles, Kuyper’s new
director of physical plant, both see their work as ministry:
opportunities to care for others while
mentoring students in practical, faith-
centered ways.

For Sherman, it began when a joke
from his dad turned into a lifelong
calling. “It all started as a weekend
thing when I was 14, at a restaurant
my family and I were regulars at. One
day, they were really busy, and my dad
volunteered me to help as a joke,” he
recalled, smiling. “The owner accepted,
and the rest was history”

Mark Sherman
Food Service Director
and Chef

That early experience led to a career
spanning restaurants, management and service leadership.
After years as an area supervisor for Wendy’s and co-owning a
restaurant in East Grand Rapids with his father, Sherman joined
Creative Dining Services and most recently served at Davenport
University. Now at Kuyper, he feels his career has come full
circle. “T just fell in love with working with food,” he said. “T like
to make sure that people are taken care of."

From the Battlefield to Campus Leadership

Nickoles, too, knows the value of service and leadership shaped

by life experience. On September 11, 2001, he was a young soldier
stationed at the National Training Center in Fort Irwin, California.
“I was watching TV while eating breakfast. No one knew what was
going on at first, and we just had to guard everything on post until
we found out more information,” he recalled.

That day, and his years in the military, deepened his sense of
purpose, leading him to roles in church, schools and community
service. Before coming to Kuyper, he served as facilities director
at Kentwood Community Church and worked as a behavior

Clint Nickoles, center, working alongside KuyperWorks students.

specialist for Kentwood Public Schools. “I feel like I'm drawing
from everything I've done in my past to answer the questions
and opportunities that come up in my work now; he said. “And
I'm excited to be at a place where I'm trusted to do my job,
based on my life experience”

Mentoring Through Work and Faith

Both leaders share a heart for mentoring students through
KuyperWorks, helping them develop not just workplace skills
but habits of integrity and service. Sherman said, “It’s not
just about serving food; it’s about learning how to react once
you're in the outside world. The things they learn here will
apply in lots of other areas like
"Faith is such 'schO(.)lwor.k, b.udgeting a’nd
just life skills in general’

a huge part of

Nickoles echoed that same
commitment. “I love to teach,
preach and talk, but I'm also
really looking forward to all
those small victories along the
way, he said. “I want to show
the community that the Kuyper
campus is a place of revival”

who | am, so it
feels good to be
at a place where
| can bring that

into my work.”
For both men, Kuyper’s Christ-
centered mission makes their work deeply fulfilling. “Everything
here at Kuyper is just such a good fit,” Sherman said. “Faith is
such a huge part of who I am, so it feels good to be at a place
where I can bring that into my work””

Through food and facilities, mentorship and maintenance,
both leaders are helping create a campus that nourishes body,
mind and spirit, one meal, one moment and one relationship
at a time.

BRINGING GOD'S GRACE INTO TODAY'S CULTURE
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

STUDENTS TO WATCH

Kate Steffes

I grew up in Dorr, Michigan, a pretty small town surrounded by
corn fields and cow pastures. I had a great childhood, growing

up in a neighborhood where there were always kids to play with.
Some of them still feel like brothers and sisters to me today.

My house was kind of the hub where everyone gathered. I was
always outside, all year round. I also grew up around animals. My
grandparents lived on a farm with chickens, cows and a donkey.
Now my family has chickens and ducks. I absolutely love my
animals and could talk about my ducks for hours.

I went to Hopkins High School, and one of the best parts of high
school for me was being in the PALs (Peer Assisted Listener)
program. I was there to help students work through personal
problems happening in their lives. It was amazing to see the
progress that could happen when I was just a constant, steady
person in someone’ life. That experience is one of the reasons I
decided to study social work.

“If | had to describe Kuyper, | would say
it's one of the best places to be. The
community here is unlike any other.
Everyone cares about each other, even
staff and faculty. People here pour into
you and support you through academics,
KuyperWorks, and personal life.”

I'am a social work major here at Kuyper and expect to graduate

in 2028. I am not entirely sure what I want to do after graduation,

but I know I would like to work with tweens and teens, either
one-on-one or in a group setting.

I chose Kuyper because I was intrigued by the social work
program, especially the opportunity to get my master’s degree
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one year after finishing my
bachelor’s. I also really liked

the size of Kuyper. I love how
everyone knows everyone

and that the staff and faculty
genuinely care about how you are
doing.

Kuyper has definitely exceeded
my expectations. As a commuter,
I thought I would just come to
class, do my KuyperWorks job
and then go home. But during my
first week, I met people who are
now my best friends. I stay for events on campus and have even
spent the night here with friends a few times.

2028
HOME Dorr
MAJOR Social Work

My professors have been amazing. It's very evident that they
genuinely care about you and your success in their classes. One
professor who stood out to me is Joel Wilkinson, who taught Intro
to Sociology. He not only taught the class well but also took time to
get to know us. He would stay after class to talk through topics or
just listen if we were going through something. He taught me how
to look at the issues of sociology through the lens of the Bible.

Through KuyperWorks, I work in the admissions office as an
admissions assistant. I do things like mailings, data entry, and
campus tours. Giving tours is one of my favorite things. I love
meeting potential students and showing them the place I love
and care about. Over the summer, I even got to work the Kuyper
booth at Unity Christian Music Festival, which was really fun.

If T had to describe Kuyper, I would say it's one of the best places
to be. The community here is unlike any other. Everyone cares
about each other, even staff and faculty. People here pour into
you and support you through academics, KuyperWorks and
personal life. I feel like God put me here for a reason, and I have
found a place where I truly belong.



